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We only mention these particulars as an illustration to point
out the nature of the duty to be performed by this Board, meaning" that
every article of military expenditure shall come under their revision and
control; but we desire to have it explicitly understood that no part of
the discipline of the army, nor the distribution of the troops, nor the
application of the force is to fall under their authority, but all these
particulars are to remain exclusively with the Supreme Government and
the Commander in Chief respectively, neither do we mean that they are
to have the power of issuing money or granting warrants for the issuing
of money on any account or pretence whatever. We mean them as a
board of reference and report, for the purpose of inspection and to
prevent abuses and deficiencies.
23.    Of reference from the Supreme Council upon all matters of
military detail,  so far as the expenditure  of money is  concerned,  we
therefore direct our Supreme Council to make use of the Military Board
in this point of view, in order that the expenditure of the public money
in contingent articles may be sanctioned by the opinion of the officers
who constitute this Board; we do not mean that the Supreme Council
are bound  to refer such points  for  their  consideration,  or  that  they
should be bound to act by their opinions when they have received them,
but we do expect, that before any material issue of money is ordered
on the head of military charges the Supreme Council will consider it
as a useful check against extravagance, if material articles of military
expenditure are previously considered and reported upon by officers whose
situations and professions lead them to be particularly conversant in the
knowledge of every article of military expence.
24.    Although   to  report  upon  references   made   to   them   by   the
Supreme Council will form a very essential part of the duty of this
Military Board it is not to be their only duty.   We consider it as an
essential  part of the  business  of the Board and we  direct  that  they
particularly attend to the various branches of military detail to which
we have alluded, and that they regularly, from time to time, report to
the Supreme Council the state and condition of the respective articles
of service falling under their inspection.
25.    If  there  is  any difference of opinion among them  either in
matters referred to them by the Superior Council or in points, the con-
sideration of which has originated with themselves, such differences of
opinion, with the grounds of them, are to be specially reported by them.
26.    We direct that without delay you form, in concert with the
officers who are to constitute this Board, such fixed rules and regulations
for the conduct of their business as may effectually ensure the means of
their being furnished with such regular returns from inferior departments
as may enable them to conduct their business with dispatch and regularity;
they are to report their whole proceedings to you and you are to transmit
them to us in separate dispatches under the head of Military Department,